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This Miraculous Turning is a book that turns from nothing-the daily, the domestic, the little

epiphanies. These poems are conversational, profound, narrative, and leavened with inimitable

humor, often wry, often wistful. But these are also tough poems, thrumming with a quintessential

helplessness that is so quintessentially human-what ultimately leads us to poetry to obtain "news

that stays news," but to also restore our faith in the small things as the source of wholeness. You'll

go back again and again to this wonderful book, and you'll tell others to get their hands on it. The

poems become truer, more indispensable, with each reading. -Joseph Bathanti, former Poet

Laureate of North Carolina
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I attended a reading by the poet a few years ago and promptly bought and enjoyed two of his

books. This new one was worth waiting for. Many are personal poems about his love for his family,

universal to be sure, and parents will relate to the adults' sense of helplessness and children's

powerlessness. But in this family, he and his wife are white and their children are African-American.

Thus Mills sees the world through their eyes and with their sensitivity. The poems are written in a

conversational style, with many everyday dilemmas and joys, poignant and sometimes humorous,

but always with a clear eyed view of his world. I highly recommend this collection; in fact I plan to

give copies as gifts this year. You don't have to be a "poetry lover" to enjoy this collection, just

someone who appreciates truth, passion, and narrative power.
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